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● A forum where users can anonymously share their personal 
experiences

● Events they have been blamed for or believe they should be 
blamed for

● Readers (the Commenters) vote on who is the asshole and 
leave comments explaining their reasoning



AITA Example



Personal Narratives

Follow characters in a sequence of events

Lived experiences → bias, perspective, opinion, 
emotion



Separating the author’s role

What makes an asshole character? What makes an asshole narrator?

https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/magician_2822342
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/storytelling_5190506



Operationalizing Author Representations

Author as Character
(Content & Information about Author)

● Demographics (age and gender)
● Power (Sap et al. 2017)

● Agency (Sap et al. 2017)

● Emotional story arc (Antoniak et al. 2019)

● Chain of events (Tambwekar et al. 2019)

Author as Narrator
(Style & Word Usage)

● Pronoun usage
● Dominant tone (VAD)
● Concreteness (Paetzold and Specia 2016)

● Familiarity (Paetzold and Specia 2016)

● LIWC
● Unigrams

G. Paetzold and L. Specia, “Inferring Psycholinguistic Properties of Words,” in NAACL-HLT, 2016.
M. Sap, M. C. Prasetio, A. Holtzman, H. Rashkin, and Y. Choi, “Connotation Frames of Power and Agency in Modern Films,” in EMNLP, 2017.
M. Antoniak, D. Mimno, and K. Levy, “Narrative Paths and Negotiation of Power in Birth Stories,” ACM on Human-Computer Interaction, vol. 3, CSCW, 2019.
P. Tambwekar, M. Dhuliawala, L. J. Martin, A. Mehta, B. Harrison, and M. O. Riedl, “Controllable Neural Story Plot Generation via Reward Shaping,” in IJCAI, 2019.



Data
● Data collected via the Pushshift Reddit API
● June 2013 to June 2021
● Cleaning:

○ Bots and moderators were removed
○ Use submissions with at least 500 words and 20 comments
○ Remove judgements such as “No assholes here”, “Everybody Sucks Here”, etc.

● Final data set consists 38,060 submissions
○ 29,111 Not The Asshole (NTA; 76.5%) 
○ 8,949 Yes The Asshole (YTA; 23.5%)

Data: https://github.com/sjgiorgi/moral_judgements_in_aita



Methods
● Extract author-as-character and author-as-narrator features

● Correlate each feature (logistic regression) with binary NTA/YTA labels

● Correct for multiple comparisons (false discovery correction)

● Report Cohen’s D, which measures the difference between two group means



Author as Character

Assholes are 
• Older
• Male
• Talk about people who 

are younger, female
• Lack agency & power 

(passive)



Author as Character: Emotional Arc

Neutral

Assholes have a 
more positive 
emotional arc



Author as Narrator

Assholes use less concrete 
descriptions

Assholes use more emotion

“we”

“I”
“they”



Author as Narrator: Word Categories

Comparisons
& Explanations

Opinions



Author as Narrator: Word Choice



So what makes an asshole? (On average)
What makes an asshole character?

● Poster is older and male
● Other characters are younger and more female
● Poster lacks agency and power (events happen to them)

What makes an asshole narrator?

● Emotional and opinionated stories
● More abstract language
● Focus on relationships with women (instead of family or stressful events)



Takeaways

● New framework for looking at personal narratives by separating “content” from 
“style”

● With plenty of room to grow and add new features!

● There’s many ways to be an asshole, but some are more common than others.



Questions?
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